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Extended Schools Full Core Offer Moderation Tool

Purpose of the tool
· To clarify and interpret the national Full Core Offer requirements for extended services through schools to meet the needs of the children, young people and their families in Hertfordshire

· Establish minimum standards with indicators for further development.

· Enable Hub schools and Esco’s to regularly update information to report progress  towards meeting the national and county targets

· Provide a portfolio of evidence for validation of meeting the full core offer and provide information to support the individual school SEF and consortia SEF

Principles

The Full Core Offer assumes the following from all services and practice:

· Based on Needs Assessment – using local current data from central sources regularly updated from community consultation and feedback. Services should not be set up where there is no current demand or where good quality provision is provided elsewhere. Signposting and collaboration are key.

· Reflect statutory duties including priorities in national, county and district plans

· Pay due attention to promoting Safeguarding including ensuring all service provision is compliant with Hertfordshire Safeguarding policies and procedures

· Good Quality - Planning and commissioning of new services must follow good practice guidelines and use the commissioning process (‘Commissioning Toolkit for maintained schools’ at 

www.thegrid.org.uk/info/office/commissioning )

· Be inclusive – services must be designed to include vulnerable groups and must not discriminate

· Services should be regularly monitored and evaluated – to assess take up and ensure needs are being met. It is vital that attendance/take up of services is recorded. Anonymised data including numbers of attendees, age, gender, ethnicity and any additional needs should be noted.
· Consultation and participation – children, young people and their parents/carers should be involved in the development of services

· Measuring outcomes – the Full Core Offer is about providing services that make a difference, measuring the impact of services is essential to ensure resources are being used effectively and offering value or money
This tool is to support the development of extended services to meet the September 2010 targets.
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Moderating checklist
	FULL
	Tick Yes
	Tick

No
	Action

	Have looked at Childcare Sufficiency Audit to assess demand & linked with district partnership team

	
	
	

	Robust ongoing consultation with parents/families

	
	
	

	No demand following consultation

	
	
	

	Family Information Service promoted

	
	
	

	Information available on tax credits

	
	
	

	Term time and holiday either on site or signposted off site including childminders

	
	
	


Further development
· Working towards and achieving quality assurance
· Longer term sustainability plans in place
Group Childcare 

	Childcare - Primary Only 8am - 6pm (48 weeks per year) in accordance with its community needs

	
	 Provider Name
	No of Places
	 Schools Served
	Session Availability
	 Cost
	Signpost Yes/No
	Transport

	Breakfast club
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	After School Club
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Holiday Club
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Autumn Half Term
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Christmas
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Spring Half Term
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Easter
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


Childminders

	Numbers of childminders serving school


	
	Numbers of childminders with primary vacancies
	


Evidence

	Document
	Date
	Frequency of Review

	Parent Consultation
	
	

	Children & Young people Consultation
	
	

	Ofsted report confirmation
	
	

	Signposting mechanism in place
	
	


Varied Menu of Activities (including study support and play) and Childcare

	Venue
	Activity
	Provider
	Age Range
	Signpost
	Frequency
	No. of places
	Cost
	Transport

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


Evidence
	Document
	Date
	Frequency of Review

	Parent Consultation
	
	

	Children & Young people Consultation
	
	

	Ofsted report confirmation
	
	

	Planned and budgeted programme that runs year to year
	
	

	School Development Plan incorporates provision of activities
	
	

	Programme takes into account age, gender, accessibility
	
	

	Signposting mechanism in place
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Moderation Checklist

	Full
	Tick Yes
	Tick No
	Action

	Consultation carried out and regularly reviewed including demand for safe place to be for parents/carers of children in Yr 7 & 8

	
	
	

	Secondary children are able to access a safe place to be according to demand 
	
	
	

	A wide range of activities provided on site or signposted off site
(available from 8am to 6pm where there is a demand)


	
	
	

	Plans are in place to ensure all activities are inclusive for ALL children & young people

	
	
	


Further development
· Activities meet the minimum quality standards for Study Support and Out of School Learning (SSOSHL)
· Provision is made for the signing in and out of young people in clubs and activities up to the age of 14 

(registration is encouraged for the purposes of evaluation)

· Services are sustainable
· Activities are being accessed by vulnerable and disadvantaged groups

· Working towards and achieving quality assurance (e.g. QiSS) 
Varied Menu of Activities (including study support and play) 

	Venue
	Activity
	Provider
	Age Range
	Signpost
	Frequency
	No. of places
	Cost
	Transport

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


Evidence
	Document
	Date
	Frequency of Review

	Parent Consultation
	
	

	Children & Young people Consultation
	
	

	Ofsted report confirmation
	
	

	Planned and budgeted programme that runs year to year
	
	

	School Development Plan incorporates provision of activities
	
	

	Programme takes into account age, gender, accessibility
	
	

	Signposting mechanism in place
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Moderation checklist

	Full
	Tick Yes
	Tick No
	Actions

	Nominated(designated)member of staff IP/CAF trained

	
	
	

	Staff act as lead professional when appropriate

	
	
	

	An appropriate number of staff for the size of the school are trained - 2 for nursery/primary and special (for very small/rural schools at least 1 with a back up system should this person be absent) and  a minimum of 5 for secondary schools). 

Clarification of training requirements and availability can be found in the Integrated Practice bulletin for June 09 
	
	
	

	School links with their Multi-Agency Support Team (MAST) representative/District Partnership team (District Manager Integrated Practice) & hold responsibility of informing DP team admin on staff changes to keep Multi- Agency Team (MAT) list updated


	
	
	

	Mechanisms are in place to identify additional needs and activate CAF process (Undertake CAF and initiate Team Around the Child (TAC)

	
	
	

	All staff receive awareness training and have access to e-learning modules
	
	
	

	CAF’s and CAF activity are logged correctly and stored securely
	
	
	


Further development
·  Practice in schools is reviewed and further developed

·  Outcome based evidence is fed back to DP team and MAST to support district overview of needs
Swift & Easy Access to targeted and specialist services

	Named Person/Access to Named Person
	Emotional Wellbeing
	SEAL (Social & Emotional Aspects of Learning)Trained
	Behaviour Support
	Learning Mentors ??
	Children & young people’s worker/parent support worker
	MAST link
	Integrated Practice (CAF) Trained

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


Evidence

	Procedures to Follow
	Yes
	No
	
	Name of CAF Trained Personnel
	Date of Training
	Training Update Y/N

	Following LA guidance
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Single request/Access  to services processes in place
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Clear procedure for follow up after referral
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Multi Agency  Procedure (link to MAST)
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Designated Person
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Moderation checklist

	Full
	Tick Yes
	Tick No
	Actions

	Parents have access to information about local and national support services
	
	
	

	Parents have access to: 

· Newsletter

· Noticeboard
· Websites (schools publicise/use extended school’s website)

	
	
	

	Parents have the opportunity to access formal (for the vulnerable families) and informal parenting support, on site or signposted
	
	
	

	Parents have information on how to access PSW/CYPSW or role equivalent
	
	
	

	Parent support needs are regularly reviewed including demand for family learning opportunities
	
	
	

	All parents can access transition information sessions at their school
	
	
	


Further development
· Services are available to all vulnerable families

· Services are sustainable

· Transition information sessions show evidence of good attendance

Parenting Support
	Transition Information Sessions (TIS) for Parents and Carers

	
	Frequency
	Documentation

	Reception
	
	

	Secondary
	
	


	National & Local Information & Support

	Name
	Signpost
	Named Person
	Website link/Email
	 Newsletter
	Leaflet      Poster
	Where Held
	Comments

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


	Formal Evidence Based Programme

	Provider
	Programme name
	Frequency
	Signposting
	Demand Led
	Locally available
	Sustainable

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Informal Parenting Sessions

	Provider
	Programme name
	Frequency
	Signposting
	Demand Led
	Locally available
	Sustainable

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	


	Family Learning

	Name of Course and provider
	Numbers
	Frequency
	Length of Course 
	Times
	Consultation

	
	
	
	
	
	Date
	Frequency of Review
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Moderation checklist

	Full
	Tick Yes
	Tick No
	Action

	School has consulted on how it’s facilities could be used as a community resource


	
	
	

	School facilities are unsuitable but school signposts to other schools/community facilities in the consortia or district

	
	
	

	School facilities are used

	
	
	


Further development

· The school has plans to adapt their facilities to be able to offer community access

· There is a plan in place to review and further develop the services

Community Access 

	Adult Learning 

	Name of Course
	Numbers
	Frequency
	Length of Course 
	Times
	Consultation

	
	
	
	
	
	Date
	Frequency of Review

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	


	Community Access

	School Facilities
	Available yes/no
	Are these facilities available elsewhere in local community y/n
	Are all suitable school facilities open to the community y/n
	When available - days and times

	Hall
	
	
	
	

	Playing Field
	
	
	
	

	ICT Suite
	
	
	
	

	Sports Equip.
	
	
	
	

	Other
	
	
	
	


Evidence
	Document
	Date
	Frequency of Review

	Parent Consultation
	
	

	Children & Young people Consultation
	
	

	Programme takes into account age, gender, accessibility
	
	

	Signposting mechanism in place
	
	


Action Plan
	Core Offer Element
	Objective
	Agreed Actions
	Responsibility
	Timescale
	Progress

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	





School:              _____________________________              Date:           __________________________











Headteacher:      _____________________________              Signature:  __________________________











Co-ordinator:     _____________________________              Signature:   __________________________





























Hertfordshire





Extended Services





Assessment of Core Offer Delivery 


(to be completed for individual schools)











  Through the CT arrangements and as a commissioning body the LA, PCT and other CT    


   partners should ensure services are brought together to provide effective multi-agency    


   support for children delivered in and through extended schools and children’s centres





  Children’s trust partners should ensure that steps taken to assist children within the school to 


    have the support of appropriate professionals, including support for drop-in provision on site      


   where appropriate. Where a SERVICE REQUESTl is needed, pathways should be clear and   result in  swift engagement of appropriate services and continuing interaction between the school and other services to review arrangements and progress.


 Communication and accountability  protocols should be agreed between services to support this











!











         Children’s Trust (CT)


All LAs are required to have in place a  Children’s Trust or equivalent by March 2008. 








LAs/children’s trust partners should:





Have in place clear procedures (which meet current statutory requirements) to support schools in identifying children and young people who would benefit from support. These procedures should be based on the CAF but should ensure that schools can draw upon the expertise of different services when necessary. These procedures should be widely communicated to all parties involved 





Local authorities / children’s trusts should offer support to schools in integrating preventative work into other elements of the core offer and the wider curriculum, such as parenting support and the varied menu of activities 





For schools to be ‘full’ on this element of the core offer, LAs must have plans to have these requirements in place by 31/12/08

















For schools to be ‘full’ on this part of the offer, the LA must have these elements in place :





All staff should be made aware of and carry out existing responsibilities under current legislation and common law with regard to identifying pupil need, in particular special educational needs and child protection, and make reasonable adjustments for disabled children.








Schools, working closely with other behavioural services and the voluntary and community sector, should have a  focus on (and clear processes to support) early identification of, and support and intervention for children and young people with additional needs and at risk of poor outcomes. This includes those with behavioral, emotional, health or other difficulties. This should be well embedded within, and supported by, the strategic planning and commissioning of the local authority and other Children’s Trust partners including the PCT. 





!











Where schools decide to commission services directly


in order to meet the needs of the CYPP they should ensure


that this is consistent with the strategic commissioning 


priorities of the LA / CT so that there is no duplication of


services or undermining of existing services.





Further guidance:


See the ECM website at:





Including Making it Happen and CAF Managers Guidance








Arrangements should include access to:-


Health services: speech and language therapy; sexual health advice and support; drugs and substance misuse advice and support; and Child and Adolescent Mental Health Services and SEN and disability services provided by the PCT, LA and VCS.


Behavioral Support: from Education Welfare Officers, educational psychologists and BEST teams and VCS for example.


Other support: from family support, parenting support, youth work, positive activities, peer mentoring and SEAL to child protection, social care, counseling and looked after children’s services.








LAs/children’s trust partners should:





Provide guidance  to schools, giving details of the range of services working to support children, YP and adults including VCS which gives guidance about when services would be appropriate (e.g. thresholds, availability) as well as their contact details. This should be based upon the electronic service directory already in place (as part of ECM) 


Ensure schools are engaged in discussions about the CYPP, CT, Targeted Youth Support &  the availability / organisation of services (current & future) to aid understanding of needs / challenges of different services





!











NAMED INDIVIDUAL


The named individual is the school link, but is not necessarily the lead professional (could be the C &YPSW











Schools should:


Be proactive in using the CAF to identify needs and ensure that any interventions/request for support are appropriate in accordance with the LA plan for CAF rollout. Schools will have staff trained to use the CAF or will have access to those who can. They should use internal expertise (from SENCOs, school nurses etc) as well as support from other services if necessary to aid identification


Where problems are identified, ensure that any support that can be provided within the school to address the child’s need with on going guidance from other services if necessary, is in place (e.g. through a primary or secondary SEAL programme).  They should support young people in accessing support directly (e.g. drop in provision) but at all times respect the choice of young people to receive support in this way or through other routes


 Where interventions are needed directly from other services, ensure that someone within the school retains clear responsibility for liaising with that service; ensures the impact of the intervention is monitored and takes more steps if necessary; and liaises with the child’s family to discuss the initial request for service and subsequent progress/further interventions where appropriate. Agreed timeframes for request for services should be communicated clearly to children and parents.









































Schools should:





Ensure their current arrangements are effective in identifying children or young people in need of support in a non stigmatising way and review them regularly (annually) to assess impact. This would include identification of emerging emotional distress and health needs


Consider how services provided by their CT partners can contribute to other parts of the core offer e.g. parenting support and the varied menu of activities parts of the offer, and through the curriculum where appropriate


Have an identifiable designated lead/champion for Integrated Practice


Identify link with district MAST


Inform the district MAST of unmet needs and challenges in meeting needs


Use the guidance provided by the LA  to signpost adults to services which are directly accessible where there is an obvious need and where there is a willingness to receive services























Both schools and the local authority/children’s trust partners will need to take steps to deliver this part of the offer. 





What is the Offer?




















HOW DO SCHOOLS & LAs DELIVER SWIFT & EASY ACCESS? - THE ROLE OF SCHOOLS





!





!











A SAFE PLACE TO BE: ‘CHILDCARE’ FOR OLDER PUPILS


We have found little demand for formal childcare (where children are registered in and out, for example) in secondary schools. But working parents do value a safe place for their children to be out of school hours and in the holidays, where they can also get involved in positive and educational activities. The childcare element of tax credits  can be claimed for regular supervised provision up to age 15 (16 years for disabled children) and schools should make sure parents on low incomes are aware of this and encourage them to apply for assistance to meet any charges.











!











!











CLARIFICATION POINTS





All schools should have good study support and other activities in place. Study support should not be narrowly defined, but can include a range of all activities based on the demand shown by consultation with young people and parents. Schools will need to think distinctively about fathers.





Where there is sufficient local demand activities should be available from 8am to 6pm in term time and include some holiday provision. During the holidays a more flexible pattern of provision is more likely be appropriate.





As well as offering them directly, schools can also offer access to activities by signposting to other schools or third party providers such as leisure centres or youth clubs or other activities organised by the local authority 


   and voluntary, community and private providers. 




















    WHAT IS THE OFFER?





The school is available as, or has arrangements to provide access to, a safe place to be before and after school hours and offers access to a varied menu of study support and enrichment activities including a range of the following:





“Catch up” and “stretch” activities; homework clubs.


 Arts activities e.g. dance, drama, arts, crafts.


 Sports activities (at least 2 hours per week for those who want it).


 Other recreational activities, e.g. special interest clubs, music tuition, modern foreign languages, volunteering, business and enterprise activities, visits to museums and galleries.





Neither of these  need to be provided directly by the school. There are significant benefits in working with existing or new voluntary, community or private sector providers in the local area or the local authority  to provide these services. Provision does not need to be on site but can be in the local area with appropriate  transport.











CHARGING


Where it is appropriate to charge, rates should be both affordable and realistic to ensure sustainability. Please refer to the DCSF Planning and Funding guidance for further information.





LIST OF ACTIVITIES


The list shown above is not exhaustive or prescriptive – it is designed to show the types of activity to which schools might provide access.

















Q: This seems straightforward, but there are a few things I’m not clear on...         


A: Have a look at the clarification points below














HOW DO SECONDARY SCHOOLS DELIVER THE VARIED MENU OF ACTIVITIES, INCLUDING OFFERING CHILDREN A SAFE PLACE TO BE? 





Childcare and activities (where it is appropriate to charge for activities) should be affordable and sustainable (a locally-based judgment in line with the economic status of the area) and eligible for Working Tax Credit for parents on lower incomes. Schools should also think about the need to provide subsidies to allow children from more deprived backgrounds to access study support. See DCSF planning and funding guidance for more details.





Childcare must be high quality and meet proper standards (e.g. Ofsted registered facilities and suitable people).





The childcare offer applies only to full-time pupils in the school and their parents (it does not include the flexible offer for 3-4 year olds)





ASSESSMENT - Schools  should start by asking what assessment has been made already by childcare colleagues in your LA in preparation for the childcare sufficiency duties introduced by the Childcare Act 2006 which come into force from April 2008 (draft guidance has already been shared). Assessment should be robust enough to  provide a clear understanding of current need and provision which is already in place to meet this need in the local area. Please also refer to the Consultation Toolkit (available for ESRAs) for more information on direct consultation with parents, children and young people.








All schools should have good study support and other activities in place (the list here is not exhaustive). Study support should not be narrowly defined, but can include a range of all activities based on the demand shown by consultation with young people and parents.





Childcare and activities do not need to be on the school site, especially where you are working with partners to deliver childcare or activities. However, where it is offsite, safe transport arrangements should be in place.





TRANSPORT - Safe transfer should be provided if consultation shows there is demand from a sufficient number of parents. This can be arranged by the provider or the school and charged to parents. The number of parents of children with disabilities or special educational needs regarded as providing sufficient demand may be lower than for other groups.





Childcare and activities should be provided in response to demand and need. If thorough consultation shows there is no current demand for an 8 – 6 childcare offer, or that this need is already met through existing quality private, voluntary or independent providers (including childminders), then provision should not be established. For example, if parents only need childcare until 5.30pm and provision meets this need then it counts as ‘Full’ for the core offer. However, if future consultation shows a change in need this demand should be met.





You have met


 the activities


 part of the offer 


if you provide this in line with the clarification points below











You have met


 the childcare


 part of the offer 


if you provide this in line with the clarification points below











CHILDCARE


The school provides access to childcare, 8am-6pm, five days a week, 48 weeks a year, in accordance with its community’s need





 A VARIED MENU OF STUDY SUPPORT ACTIVITIES:


Including:


“Catch up” and “stretch” activities; homework clubs.


 Arts activities e.g. dance, drama, arts, crafts.


 Sports activities (at least 2 hours per week for those who want it).


 Other recreational activities, e.g. special interest clubs, music tuition, modern foreign languages, volunteering, business and   


    enterprise activities, visits to museums and galleries.



































CLARIFICATION POINTS








		WHAT IS THE OFFER?














	                 		                           Combined


			                                with…


	














Neither of these  need to be provided directly by the school. There are significant benefits in working with existing or new voluntary, community or private sector providers in the local area or the local authority  to provide these services. Provision does not need to be on site but can be in the local area with appropriate  safe transport in place.














Q: Almost there, but I still have some questions...


A: No problem -  please contact your District Partnership team.




















HOW DO PRIMARY SCHOOLS DELIVER A VARIED MENU OF ACTIVITIES  (STUDY 


SUPPORT) AND CHILDCARE?
































What is the Offer?














Q: Almost there, but I still have some questions...


A: No problem -  please contact your District Partnership team
































The swift and easy access part of the offer also relies on local authorities and children’s trust partners to ensure that some elements are in place already for a school to be considered ‘full’.





What is the Offer?














HOW DO SCHOOLS & LAs DELIVER SWIFT & EASY ACCESS? – ROLE OF LAs/CHILDREN’S TRUSTS 





   WHAT IS THE OFFER?





To meet the offer you need to provide:


Information sessions for fathers and mothers of pupils joining Reception and on transfer to secondary school;


Information about nationally and locally available sources of information, advice and support;


Access to parenting groups for vulnerable families using structured evidence based parenting programmes e.g. Mellow Parenting, Strengthening Families, Strengthening Communities as well as more informal opportunities for parents to engage with the school and each other; and


Family learning sessions to allow children to learn with fathers and mothers where there is demand shown through consultation.

















Q: This seems straightforward, but there are a    few things I’m not clear on...       


  A: Have a look at the clarification points below








HOW DO SCHOOLS DELIVER PARENTING SUPPORT?





Please refer to the Parent Support and Information Strategy and link with the District Partnership teams who hold the overview of parent support across the districts.














PLANNING & COMMISSIONING


All local authorities have been asked to develop a strategy for parenting support and have to identify a single commissioner of parenting support services. These will support the development of this part of the offer and ensure that parenting support provision meets the needs of local parents.

















Q: Almost there, but I still have some questions...


A: No problem -  please contact your District Partnership team





           CLARIFICATION POINTS





Access to parenting support can be offered directly by the school, or by signposting to other schools or third-party providers (in the voluntary, community or private sectors or in the LA) as long as provision is within the local area and is suitable for those fathers and mothers who would benefit from it, being tailored to their needs if possible. 





Where there is demand for formal parenting programmes, these must be based on approved manual-based approaches to parenting support (evidence based programmes)





Where there is demand for a more informal offer to fathers and mothers which might include activities such as cookery or ICT, schools should be providing access to this, often in partnership with the private and voluntary sector. 





Even where demand is not initially evident, the school should be working to ensure that fathers and mothers are engaged and feel able to ask for support if they need it. Schools should be taking active steps to reach out to the most excluded parents to encourage them to take up parenting support, such as engaging them in informal activities initially.





Both Parenting Support Workers and Transition Information Sessions will help deliver this part of the offer. 


        .
































1











If you are sure that any demand is already provided for then you have met this 


part of the offer





No





Yes





No





Yes











Do you


have facilities


that are suitable


for use by the


wider


community?





2























3











Yes





No





The school is not ‘FULL’





Have you


opened all suitable


facilities which are needed by the community?











If you have reviewed


your facilities and are sure they are not suitable for wider use then you have met this part of the offer.





Is there


demand for 


these facilities which isnot 


yet met in the 


community?





You 


have met 


this part 


of the offer

















Q: Almost there, but I still have some questions...


A: No problem -  please contact your District Partnership team





WHAT IS THE OFFER?





Where the school has facilities suitable for use by the wider community, it should look to open these up, where possible, to meet wider community needs. The school should take a role in supporting the development of the youth offer in the community by opening up its facilities to youth organisation/services as appropriate. The school should also offer access to adult learning programmes.














‘ASSESSMENT’





Assessing a community’s need can be done in many ways – please refer to the Consultation Toolkit for more information on assessment.





Schools should be talking to local authorities to gain an understanding of what is already available in the local area. Schools should not be in competition with existing facilities but should complement existing provision where there is a need.











HOW DO SCHOOLS DELIVER COMMUNITY ACCESS?





CLARIFICATION POINTS





This is about offering community access to suitable facilities and adult learning programmes. If facilities are not suitable then there is no need to consult on demand or open them up.





Facilities to which access may be provided by the school can include arts, sports (e.g. playing fields) or IT facilities, school halls, etc. An assessment should be made as to what facilities could be made available





Facilities should be opened up to the community in response to demand where it is practical to do so e.g. opening up a school’s sports facility only if it is suitable for use by adults and is readily accessible to the public.





If consultation has shown that the community does not currently need any of the school’s facilities because they already have other facilities in the community then this part of the offer is met.





Access can be at any time, which is practical including during the school day.





Access to adult learning can be met through the school itself, or by other schools or facilities either within their own or another cluster or a local provider.
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